
Discussion Topics:

•	 What Must an Advance Directive 	

	 Include to Comply with Virginia Law?

•	 How Many Witnesses Are Required?

•	 Does an Advance Directive Have to Be 	

	 Notarized?

•	 Are Copies of Advance Directives 	

	 Valid?

•	 What If the Patient Never Provided a 	

	 Copy of His/Her Advance Directive?

•	 Are Oral Advance Directives Valid?

•	 What if the Advance Directive Was 	

	 Created in Another State?

•	 Who Has the Authority to Make 		

	 Healthcare Decisions If an Advance 	

	 Directive Does Not Exist?

•	 Have There Been Any Changes to the 	

	 Laws Governing Advance Directives?

•	 What are the Differences Between 	

	 a Durable Do Not Resuscitate Order 	

	 and a General Physician’s Order Not to 	

	 Resuscitate a Patient?
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National Healthcare Decisions Day is designed to raise 

public awareness of the need for end of life care and to 

encourage the specific use of Advance Directives. It is 

also a good opportunity for long term care health & rehab 

centers to provide staff education and community outreach 

on Advance Directives.

For more details call 540.785.1120. 


